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I Am Every Good Thing by Derrick Barnes 
The confident Black narrator of this book is proud of everything that makes him who he is. Illustrations and easy-
to-read text pay homage to the strength, character, and worth of a child.  RL 3.6 (Fiction) 

Story About Afiya by James Berry 
Some people have dresses for every occasion but Afiya needs only one. Her dress records the memories of her 
childhood, from roses in bloom to pigeons in flight, from tigers at the zoo to October leaves falling. L 670 (Fiction) 

If You Come to Earth by Sophie Blackall 
A child writes a letter to potential extraterrestrial visitors, telling them about Earth and the people and animals who 
live on it. RL 3 L 520 (Fiction) 

Freedom Soup by Tami Charles 
A young Haitian girl named Belle helps her grandmother make Freedom Soup to celebrate the New Year. 
Together they dance, clap, and cook while Belle learns about how her ancestors in Haiti gained their 
independence.  RL 3.3 (Fiction) 

Overground Railroad by Lesa Cline-Ransome 
Contains a collection of illustrated poems that follow a young girl traveling from North Carolina to New York City 
during the Great Migration. While segregated in the Southern states, once the train hits Northern territory, the girl 
and her family can sit wherever they want, and the girl perceptive girl gets her first look at freedom. 
RL 4.2 L 1000 (Historical Fiction) 

One LiHle Gag: An Amazing Journey by Henry Cole 
In pictures without words, the reader follows the journey of one brown paper bag from a tree in the forest through 
the years it is used by three generations of one family until eventually the old bag becomes the container in which 
a new tree is planted. (Fiction) 

Hummingbird by Nicola Davies 
A hummingbird visits Granny's garden just before it begins its long migration north to the hummingbird nesting 
grounds. Along the way on that 2,000-mile journey, this hummingbird will change the lives of those it encounters. 
RL 4.6  L 750 (Nonfiction) 

When Grandma Gives You a Lemon Tree by Jamie L. B. Deenihan  
A young girl crafts a list of all the electronic devices she will accept for her birthday, and is disappointed when her 
grandmother brings a lemon tree sapling instead. But, with her grandmother's help, she follows instructions on 
how to plant and raise the tree, and a year later, is delighted to be rewarded with lemons. RL 1.8 L 490 (Fiction) 

Three Billy Goats Buenos by Susan Middleton Elya 
Rhyming text accompanied by illustrations re-presents the Norwegian folktale, "Three Billy Goats Gruff," 
interspersing Spanish words that are presented in bold on each page. Three goats formulate a plan to cross a 
"rio" underneath which lives a grumpy "gigante." The last goat, "Tres" notices that the giant has a thorn in her foot, 
so the trio together helps the giant and forms a lasting friendship with her. RL 2.7 (Fiction/Folklore) 

Honeybee: The Busy Life of Apis Mellifera by Candace Fleming 
Poetic text and illustrations showcase the life cycle of a honeybee through following an individual bee, Apis, on 
her journey through life. RL 4.2 L 750 (Nonfiction) 

Pokko and the Drum by MaEhew Forsythe 
When Pokko plays her drum in the forest she suddenly finds herself surrounded by an entire band of animal 
musicians. RL 2.7 L 520 (Fiction) 



AAALIGATOR! by Judith Henderson 
One day, a young boy encounters an alligator in the woods. He is hungry, and lonely, and stuck in a vine. The boy 
frees him, and they become friends. But when they go into town, the townspeople are terrified of the alligator, and 
the mayor makes a proclamation saying no alligators are allowed. The boy explains that the alligator won't eat 
anyone, and he would just eat the town's leftovers instead. The townspeople agree that the alligator isn't hurting 
anyone, and they come up with a plan to save the alligator from the mayor. 
L 520 (Fiction) 

LiT by Minh Le 
Iris, who loves to press the elevator button that takes her home in her family's apartment building, is upset when 
her younger brother is old enough to take his turn. Iris retrieves a discarded button panel when another elevator in 
her building is repaired and brings it to her room so that she can have the buttons to herself. When she presses 
them, her closet door unexpectedly opens to a magical world. The next time she decides to visit, her younger 
brother wants to come along, and Iris must get past her jealous feelings in order to experience fun with her 
brother.  RL 1.3  L 390 (Fiction) 

This Way, Charlie by Caron Levis 
Inspired by true events, a blind horse named Charlie arrives at Open Bud Ranch to recover from his injuries and 
learn how to survive. Charlie is unable to sense that an abused goat named Jack wants to be left alone, but 
slowly the two develop a friendship after Jack realizes that Charlie could use his help getting around the farm. 
When the pair are caught in a storm and Charlie gets stranded, Jack must muster up the courage to call on the 
other animals to help him save Charlie.  RL 3.5  (Fiction) 

Evelyn Del Rey is Moving Away by Meg Medina 
Evelyn Del Rey is Daniela's best friend. They live in apartments across the street from each other and do 
everything together. But that changes after today since Evelyn is moving away. The two girls play among the 
moving boxes until it's time to say goodbye and make plans and promises to keep in touch because they both 
know that their friendship is special.  RL 3.4 (Fiction) 

I Am a Tiger by Karl Newson 
A tiny mouse insists he is a tiger and refutes all the other animals’ evidence that he is not. When a real tiger 
emerges the mouse continues to insist that he's a tiger and offers evidence to why the tiger is actually a mouse. 
RL 1.1 (Fiction) 

Hike by Pete Oswald 
The reader follows a father and child as they spend the day hiking in the mountains. The pair meets challenges, 
preserves the forest, and witnesses the magic of nature. (Fiction) 

I Talk Like a River by Jordan ScoE 
 A young boy with a stutter has a difficult day at school, so his father takes him for a walk by a river. His father 
helps him find his voice by telling him that he talks like a river. This change in perspective allows the boy to have 
more confidence in his speaking voice. RL 2.4 (Fiction) 

Brick by Brick by Heidi Woodwar Sheffield 
A little boy named Luis watches his father, a bricklayer, work hard to build the city, brick by brick. Both he and his 
father dream of building a house of their own someday and work hard to make their dream come true. While his 
father lays bricks, Luis studies in school. Then one day Luis's father presents him with a big surprise! 
RL 1.9 L 760  (Fiction) 

Home in the Woods by Eliza Wheeler 
During the Great Depression six-year-old Marvel, her seven siblings, and their mother find a tarpaper shack in the 
woods and, over the course of a year, turn it into a home. RL 3.9 L 690 (Fiction)  
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